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News and notes

Third International
Congress on
Psychiatry, Law and
Ethics

The Third International Congress on
Psychiatry, Law and Ethics will be held
in Jerusalem from the 4th to the 7th of
November, 1991 and the organisers,
The Society for Medicine and Law in
Israel, are now calling for papers.

For preparation instructions please
contact: The Congress Secretariat, Stier
Group Ltd, 109A Ben Yehuda St, Tel
Aviv, Israel. Fax: 03-247782.
Telephone: 03-224153.

Methodological and
ethical issues in
clinical trials

A conference on methodological and
ethical issues in clinical trials will be
held at the London School of
Economics on Thursday and Friday
June 27 and 28 this year.

The conference is being organised by
the LSE Centre for the Philosophy of
the Natural and Social Sciences and the
Royal Statistical Society (Medical
Section).

Conference themes: A conventional
approach to clinical trial design
emphasises randomisation,
predetermined sample sizes and
prespecified plans for interim and early
stopping. Corresponding statistical
analysis is rooted in the frequentist
theory of statistical inference, including
tests of significance and confidence
intervals. An alternative approach
based on Bayes’s theorem, if accepted,
would have profound implications for
the way clinical trials are being
conducted. For example, unlike most

frequentist statisticians, many Bayesian
statisticians  would  continuously
monitor trial results and would stop a
trial early whenever the point seemed
proved. Also some Bayesians would
question the need for randomisation,
and would prefer traditional
significance levels to be replaced by
Bayesian probability statements which
can be used as a basis for future clinical
decisions.

Many Bayesians argue that
conventional, randomised trials may
subject patients to unnecessary and
inferior treatments and often claim their
methods are more efficient and
economic. On the other hand,
statisticians of the frequentist school
defend their methods as being more
objective, unbiased and scientifically
acceptable. In addition to this statistical
controversy, there are many other
important ethical and philosophical
considerations in the practice of clinical
trials.

The conference aims to bring
together statisticians, philosophers of
science and clinicians to examine these
issues  concerning the  design,
interpretation and ethics of clinical
trials.

Participants:  Participants ~ will
include: Professor Peter Armitage
(Oxford), Professor Donald Berry
(Minnesota), Professor Sir David Cox
(Oxford), Professor Stephen Evans
(London), Dr Colin Howson (London),
Professor Peter Freeman (Leicester),
Professor Dennis Lindley (London),
Professor Paul Meier (Chicago),
Professor Stuart Pocock (London),
Professor Kenneth Schaffner
(Pittsburgh), Dr Stephen Senn (Ciba-
Geigy, Basel), Dr David Speigelhalter
(Cambridge), Dr Peter Urbach
(London), Dr John Whitehead
(Reading).

The registration fee (including
lunches, refreshments and a reception)
is £30. Some bursaries for postgraduate
students, to cover  overnight

accommodation and part or all of the
registration fee are  available.
Accommodation can be arranged at
university halls of residence.

For further information please
contact, as soon as possible: Clinical
Trials Conference, Centre for
Philosophy of the Natural and Social
Sciences, London School of
Economics, Houghton Street, London
WC2A 2AE.

Cocaine as a
Biological and
Medical Problem

A one-day symposium on Cocaine as a
Biological and Medical Problem will be
held at the Royal Society of Medicine,
London on Tuesday 23 July this year.

The symposium will consider the
subject under two headings: Physiology
and pharmacology of cocaine and
Treatment of cocaine abuse.

Under the first heading topics
covered will include: Historical
perspective of the use of cocaine;
Molecular pharmacology of cocaine;
Pharmacotherapy for cocaine
dependence; Animal studies of self-
administration, and Human studies of
self-administration.

Treatment of cocaine abuse will cover
such areas as: Integrated approaches to
treatment; How toxic is cocaine?;
Cocaine research in the USA: current
priorities and future prospects, and
Cocaine: finding the way forward.

The conference is being organised by
the Royal Society in conjunction with
the CIBA Foundation.

For full programme and registration
details please contact: Fiona Morris,
Symposium Executive, The Royal
Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street,
London W1M 8AE. Tel: 071 408 2119.
Fax: 071 355 3197.



The Christian Stake
in Bioethics

An international conference on The
Christian Stake in Bioethics will be held
in Edinburgh, Scotland from August
21-24,1991.

Contributors will include Professor
Harold O J Brown, of the Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School, Deerfield,
Illinois, USA; Luke Gormally, Director
of the Linacre Centre for Health Care
Ethics, London; Dr Henk Jochemsen,
Director of the Lindeboom Institute,
Ede, Holland and Dr John Keown,
Director of the Centre for Health Care
Law at the University of Leicester.

The conference is being organised in
conjunction with Ethics and Medicine.
Inquiries to:  The  Secretary,
International Conference on Bioethics,
Ethics and Medicine, 17 Claremont
Park, Edinburgh EH6 7P], Scotland,
UK. Fax: 031 555 1002. Telephone:
031 554 1206.

Ethics and Medicine, which offers a
forum for Christian perspectives on
bioethics, is published three times a
year. For subscription information
please contact: Rutherford House, 17
Claremont Park, Edinburgh EH6 7P],
Scotland, UK. Fax: 031 555 1002.

Tennent Caledonian
and Royal Bank of
Scotland Research
Fellowships 1992-93

Applications are invited for these
Research Fellowships for the academic
session 1992-93.

The fellowships are intended
primarily, though not exclusively, for
philosophers and political theorists on
study leave from their own universities
or colleges. Appointment is normally
for one term and the fellowship carries a
travel allowance, accommodation in St
Andrews, a room in the Department of
Moral Philosophy, and access to word-
processing facilities. Further details are
available from the Director, Dr John
Haldane, Centre for Philosophy and
Public Affairs, University of St
Andrews.

Applications, including a cv, a short
statement of research intentions or
plans, and an indication of the term
during which the fellowship would be
held should be submitted no later than
29 November 1990 to: The Director of
Personnel Services, College Gate,
University of St Andrews, North
Street, St Andrews, Fife, KY16 9AJ,
Scotland, UK.

News and notes 103

4th International
Congress on Ethics
in Medicine

The 4th International Congress on
Ethics in Medicine will be held from the
13th to the 18th of October, 1991 at the
Ma’ale Hahamisha Kibbutz Hotel just
outside of Jerusalem.

Speakers will include: George Annas,
Boston University, USA; S R Benatar,
University of Cape Town, South Africa;
Tom Beauchamp, Georgetown
University, USA; Raanan Gillon,
Institute of Medical Ethics, UK; Grant
Gillett, University of Otago, New
Zealand; Lord Immanuel Jakobovits,
Chief Rabbi, UK; Joanne Lynn,
George Washington University, USA;
W E Seidelman, McMaster University,
Canada; Arthur Schafer, University of
Manitoba, Canada; Alan Weisbard,
University of Wisconsin, USA; Richard
West, Institute of Medical Ethics, UK.

Topics covered will include: Medical
ethics on the battlefield and in times of
insurrection; Definition of death;
Voluntary active euthanasia; The legacy
of the holocaust; Research ethics
committees; Ethical perspectives in
nursing, and Philosophical and
ideological bases for bioethics.

If you are interested in attending
please  contact: The  Congress
Secretariat, Medical Ethics Congress,
Te’um Congress Organisers, POB
8388, Jerusalem, Israel.

Tel: 972 2 667402, Fax: 972 2 637572,
Telex: 25628 TEUM]J IL.
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Medical groups

ABERDEEN MEDICAL GROUP
Dr M D McArthur, Glenburn Wing,
Wood End Hospital, Aberdeen

BIRMINGHAM MEDICAL GROUP

Mr R Sawers, Birmingham Maternity
Hospital, Queen Elizabeth Medical
Centre, Edgbaston, Birmingham
B15 2TG

BRISTOL MEDICAL GROUP

Dr Oliver Russell, Reader in Mental
Health, Department of Epidemiology
and Community Health,

Canynge Hall, Whiteladies Road,
Clifton, BS8 2PR

CARDIFF MEDICAL GROUP

Dr R D Hutton, Institute of
Pathology, Royal Infirmary,
Cardiff CF2 1SZ

DUNDEE MEDICAL GROUP

Dr David B Walsh,

Consultant in Biochemical Medicine,
Ninewells Hospital, Dundee

EDINBURGH MEDICAL GROUP
Mrs Maureen S Macmillan,
Nursing Studies Research Unit,
12 Buccleuch Place,

Edinburgh EH8

GLASGOW MEDICAL GROUP
Mr Harry Burns,
Department of Surgery,
Glasgow Royal Infirmary,
Glasgow G4 OSF

LEEDS MEDICAL GROUP

Mr Brian Bentley, Principal of the
School of Radiography,

General Infirmary, Belmont Grove,
Leeds LS2 9NS

LEICESTER MEDICAL GROUP

Dr J S Rodgers,

District Medical Officer,
Kettering Health Authority,
District Offices, Rothwell Road,
Kettering, Northants NN16 8VZ

LIVERPOOL MEDICAL GROUP

David Seedhouse,

Lecturer in Health Promotion,
Department of General Practice,
Liverpool University, PO Box 147,
Liverpool L69 3BX

LONDON

THE UNITED MEDICAL ETHICS GROUP
(GUY’S AND ST THOMAS’S HOSPITALS)
Dr Graham Clayden,

Senior Lecturer in Paediatrics

St Thomas’s Hospital,

Lambeth Palace Road,

London SE1

THE ROYAL FREE MEDICAL ETHICS
GROUP

Dr Margaret Lloyd,

Dept of Community Medicine,
The Royal Free Hospital,

Pond Street,

London NW3

ST GEORGE’S MEDICAL GROUP

Dr Richard West,

Paediatric Department,

St George’s Hospital Medical School,
Blackshaw Road,

London SW17 ORG

THE ST MARY’S HOSPITAL MEDICAL
ETHICS FORUM

Chair: Jonathan Hoare,

The Medical School,

St Mary’s Hospital,

Norfolk Place,

London W2

MANCHESTER MEDICAL GROUP
Dr Geoffrey Jessup,

27 Oakwood Lane,

Bowden, Altrincham,
Cheshire WA14 3DL

NEWCASTLE MEDICAL GROUP

The Revd Bryan Vernon, Anglican
Chaplain, Newcastle University,
Claremont Buildings,

Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 7RU

NOTTINGHAM MEDICAL ETHICS GROUP
Dr T C O’Dowd,

Dept of General Practice,
University Hospital and Medical
School,

Clifton Boulevard,

Nottingham NG7 2UH

SOUTHAMPTON MEDICAL GROUP
The Revd T Pinner,

8 Bassett Close,

Southampton SO2 3FP

Medical groups associated with the
Institute of Medical Ethics have been
established in British university
teaching hospitals. Each academic year
they arrange programmes of lectures
and symposia on issues raised by the
practice of medicine which concern
other disciplines. Although these
programmes are addressed primarily to
medical, nursing and other hospital
students they are open to all members
of the medical, nursing and allied
professions. There is no fee for
attendance. Lecture lists are available
by direct application to the appropriate
co-ordinating secretary named above.
A stamped addressed A4 envelope
would be appreciated.
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The Institute of Medical Ethics is an organisation for research,
education and information in the broad area of health care ethics. Itis
financed by grants from charitable bodies, government sources andl
members’ subscriptions.

It was established as the Society for the Study of Medical Ethic,
and is an independent, non-partisan organisation for the dispassionate
multidisciplinary study of medico-moral issues raised by the practice
of medicine. |

The institute aims to help improve the quality of both professioni
and public discussion of medico-moral questions; to promote the
study of medical ethics; to promote high academic standards for thi
developing subject; to encourage a multidisciplinary approach t
discussion of the consequences of clinical practice; to stimulat
research into specific problems, and to remain non-partisan and
independent of all interest groups and lobbies.

Institute reports include: The Ethics of Resource Allocation in Healih
Care by Kenneth Boyd, on ethical issues arising from scarcity of
health care resources; Dilemmas of Dying by Ian Thompson, on ethicl
issues arising in the care of the dying, both published by the
Edinburgh University Press; Medical Research with Children: Ethic,
Law and Practice by Richard Nicholson, an analysis of the ethics of
clinical research investigations on children, published by the Oxford
University Press; Life Before Birth — the Search for a Consensus o
Abortion and the Treatment of Infertility by Kenneth Boyd, Brenda
Callaghan and Edward Shotter, published by SPCK, and The Ponu
Report on the Teaching of Medical Ethics, which was published directly
for the institute.

Among shorter recent institute reports are: Assisted Death, Lance,
1990 and HIV infection: the ethics of anonymised testing and o
testing pregnant women, Fournal of Medical Ethics, 1990, both
written by the institute’s Research Director, Kenneth Boyd, o
behalf of institute working parties.

The institute derives from the London Medical Group, a studen
group for the study of ethical issues raised by the practice of medicin
which, beginning in 1963, arranged a comprehensive programme o
lectures and symposia on such issues. Similar groups associated with
the institute are now established in university teaching hospitals a
Aberdeen, Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, Cardiff, Dunde,
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds, Leicester, Liverpool, London,
Manchester, Newcastle, Oxford, Sheffield and Southampton.
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